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Welcome  
to Zagreb
As you set out to take a tour round 

Zagreb, determined to see its highlights, 

you’ll find that you’ll end up rather 

enjoying it. Sitting at one of its Viennese-

style cafés, strolling leisurely around its 

streets and promenading through its 

parks, it’s like you’re starting out on a 

love affair with this city and its people.

And pretty soon you’ll know that this is 

love in its early stage, the kind that only 

grows stronger in time. 

The cosmopolitan buzz of Zagreb will soon strike 
you. Everything is accessible on foot – from your 
hotel to the theatre, wandering around the old 
Upper Town or through the bustling streets of the 
more modern Lower Town, which has not lost an 
ounce of its charm despite the eternal march of 
time. Venture out and let the moment take hold.
There is something special about the rustle of 
leaves as you stroll through the autumn colours 
of downtown Zrinjevac Park. There is magic in the 
reflections of the gas lanterns in the Upper Town, 
as the songs of the street performers evoke their 
own emotions with their distinctive sound. As 
night falls, everything becomes soft and subdued; 
the twinkle of candles in the cathedral and at the 
mystical Stone Gate; the cafés beckoning you in 
the twilight with their warm hues. 
Zagreb is special. It is a long-running tale that 
allows you room to write your own chapters with 
your own impressions, something for you to add 
to the story. Quite simply, Zagreb has a soul.  
And you… You have Zagreb...
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Zagreb,  
the town and 
the people
The streets and monuments of Zagreb 

proudly testify to its thousands of years 

of history. But their greatest value is not 

measured by mere history alone, but 

by the special moments these historic 

attractions give us as we stand back to 

enjoy their beauty. While these sights 

await their next admirer, we in turn 

become richer for having befriended a 

place whose special features have put 

it on the roster of key European cities of 

art and culture, and whose character is 

earning a place in our heart.
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If cities  
had hearts...
If cities had hearts – and some most 

certainly do – the beating heart of 

Zagreb would be Ban Josip Jelačić 

Square, one of the city’s symbols and the 

quintessential subject of its postcards. 

Zagreb’s central square is the first port 

of call and the archetypal meeting place. 

Imagine that you have just arranged to meet 
somebody but haven’t specified exactly where. 
Don’t worry, you’re bound to find them. When in 
Zagreb, do as any local would do – join the throng 
of people who also have a chance encounter, 
without prior arrangement or fixed meeting point. 
Just bear in mind that all streets lead to Ban 
Josip Jelačić Square. The old clock has served as a 
beloved meeting point for generations of citizens. 
For many a year, people have been meeting under 
the clock to discuss politics, football and other 

issues of vital importance. With their hands full 
of groceries just bought at the main market 
nearby, they have stopped to have a coffee with 
friends and catch up on gossip and talk over 
old times. A huge equestrian statue of Ban (or 
viceroy) Josip Jelačić dominates the square. Both 
the Ban and his monument hold important places 
in the stormy history of Croatia. 
At Manduševac Fountain, legend goes hand 
in hand with reality – a coin thrown into this 
wishing well might earn you happiness. 
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The parks  
of Zagreb
The central square of Zagreb, Ban Josip 

Jelačić, is the starting point for the 

string of urban greenery that curves 

in the shape of a horseshoe, Lenuzzi’s 

horseshoe, to be precise, named after 

the horticulturalist who designed and 

landscaped it. Starting in the centre 

of the city, the row of green spaces 

leads down to the main train station, 

continuing to the Botanical Gardens 

and ending with Marulić and Marshal 

Tito squares. A stroll through the open 

spaces is a real pleasure and a tonic for 

the eyes; art lovers will find real gems 

among the monuments, galleries and 

museums nestled within the flowers  

and greenery. 
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Zagreb’s  
time machine
You can almost hear the swish of a 

gentleman’s tailcoat or the rustle of a 

lady’s crinoline dress. Even though all 

is quiet, it seems like these sounds are 

all around you. You’re in the imaginary 

world of art and artists. You can feel 

yourself interacting – don’t you wish you 

could trade places , even if it’s just for a 

tiny moment?

Just around the corner from the central square 
is one of the most romantic places in Zagreb, 
Zrinjevac Park. Your first impression will be of a 
green and floral promenade – this is where art 
lovers flock in droves.
Your attention is soon drawn to the pretty 
flowerbeds and water fountains, and to the 
appearance of a meteorological station. 
There are few towns where streets and greenery 
live as closely intertwined as they do in Zagreb. 
Zrinjevac, named after the Croatian viceroy, 
Nikola Šubić Zrinski, is the first in the string 
of eight green spaces, perhaps even the most 
beautiful. It is one of the most enjoyable lessons 
about the history of Zagreb you can take 
because of the art galleries that line it and the 
busts of the great figures from the history of 
Croatia that adorn its pathways. This is where 
you can discover valuable works by artists of 
world renown or become immersed in the rich 
treasure trove of the Archeological Museum, 
which contains exceptional rarities and serves as 
a wonderful contrast to the daily rituals of urban 
life. In the heart of Zrinjevac there stands the 
Music Pavilion which has served as an open-air 
concert stage since the 19th century. History is 
brought to life as summer concerts continue to 
take place here, even up to the present day. 
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How many times must you have passed 

through this square without stopping, 

and how many more times could you still 

pass it and remain unaware of its beauty 

and everything it has to offer? Yet 

however beautiful its façades may be, 

however inviting the park, Strossmayer 

Square is much more than just a 

peaceful space of superficial beauty. 

A must see
In the park, you are surrounded by the busts of 
eminent Croatian personalities, with pride of 
place going to Bishop Strossmayer’s monument, 
created by the equally famous Croatian sculptor, 
Ivan Meštrović. 
The palace housing the Gallery of Modern Arts, 
the temple of Croatian 19th and 20th century art, 
accommodates another precious collection in 
the Department of Prints and Drawings of the 
Croatian Academy of Science and Arts.
The Strossmayer Gallery, housed in the building 
of the Croatian Academy of Science and Arts, 
holds the works of famous artists, mostly 
belonging to various Italian schools of painting, 
as well as masterpieces by the likes of El Greco, 
Goya and many others. 
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Another word 
for welcome 

In your experience, it is quite possible 

that railway stations are rather gloomy 

and unattractive places – but Zagreb’s 

might just make you change your mind. 

Or at least concede that what you find 

here is an exception. 

The building of the main railway station has 
born quiet witness to many human destinies, to 
departures and arrivals. Has it ever occurred to 
you how many people have passed through it 
since it was built at the end of the 19th century? 
For the many guests of Zagreb, the railway 
station building is their first encounter with the 
city, and the monument to King Tomislav, the 
first medieval Croatian king, is something they 
will recognise from the tourist guides as one of 
the symbols of the city. As you look down the 
square, across from the equestrian monument, 

the park seems closed off by the Art Pavilion. 
Another water fountain in the park that bears 
the name of the Croatian politician and writer, 
Ante Starčević, and a splendid building, the 
legendary landmark which is the epitome of 
Zagreb’s hospitality industry: the Esplanade 
Hotel. 
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Man  
and nature
A place to take a short break or make a 

final stop, a place to learn more about 

nature or find a shaded, seculed spot in 

which to take out your book and read – the 

Botanical Gardens are all of this and more. 

Despite their central location, they exude an 

atmosphere which is far removed from the 

hectic rhythm of city life.

The Botanical Gardens, with its refurbished 
Garden Pavilion, contains as many as ten 
thousand plants from all four corners of the 
globe, each of them special, beautiful and 
interesting in their own way. 
One section of the Botanical Gardens has been 
landscaped in the style of what Croatians 
term an English park, that is to say with little 
winding paths and free-standing groups of trees 
and shrubs. Another section features the strict 

symmetrical forms and straight lines more in 
keeping with a park of French style. 
Having crossed the road from the Botanical 
Gardens, you find yourself on Marulić Square, 
dominated by a monument to the Croatian 
writer who has given this spot his name. The 
area is also adorned by a masterpiece of art-
deco architecture, the Former National and 
University Library, which is currently housing 
the State Archives of Croatia. 
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At Roosevelt Square sit down for a 

moment and take in the beauty of a 

former lycée, with its floral patterns in 

the foreground, another element to add 

to your initial impressions of Zagreb. 

Venture a bit further and open the door 

of the treasury of art that is the Mimara 

Museum and find yourself face-to-

face with priceless exhibits which echo 

faraway worlds. 

When you embark on the adventure to explore the 
treasures of the Mimara Museum, you will become 
familiar with one of the richest art collections 
in Europe. As many as 3,750 varied and valuable 
works of art cover many millennia, dating from the 
prehistoric period and running right up to the 20th 
century. 
The exhibits in the Mimara Museum were donated 
to the nation and Zagreb by the collector, painter 
and restorer, Ante Topić Mimara. Having offered 
this invaluable collection to Croatia, his homeland, 
and in particular to Zagreb, Mimara allows Zagreb 
to share it all in turn with any visiting lover of art. 

A gift  
to art lovers
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Let the show 
go on
The Croatian National Theatre is another 

key symbol of Zagreb. When night falls 

upon the streets and squares of the city, 

another life is starting here – on stage. 

It has been this way since 1895, when 

the Habsburg Emperor Franz Josef 

ceremoniously opened the theatre with 

a silver hammer as if saying: ‘Let the 

show go on’.

The neo-Baroque building is the centrepiece 
and symbol of Marshal Tito Square, where 
the Well of Life by sculptor Ivan Meštrović is 
another striking feature. 
The atmosphere generated by the Croatian 
National Theatre is not only as a result of 
its memorable façade and outer beauty – it 
derives from the illusion of worlds and destinies 
changing right before your eyes, created at 

the hands of inspired artists. This ambience 
surrounds the Well of Life monument and 
the nearby Zagreb University building which 
always seems to be swarming with young 
people, and happens to be proudly guarded 
by another of Meštrović’s sculptures, the 
History of the Croats. Even the nearby 
Theatre Café exudes its own special 
atmosphere. 
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Lure of  
stage lights
The theatre stage is the place where 

reality gives over to the world of the 

imagination and where any number 

of human stories blend into one. You 

may not recall who first opened the 

door to this world for you, but you will 

remember how you entered, quietly  

and on tiptoes. 

When the soft street lights start to diffuse the 
darkness, when the frenzy of urban life dies 
down, the curtain is lifted to reveal the magical 
world of theatre. The famed masters of the 
spoken word, sound and movement appearing 
either in classic masterpieces or avant-garde 
shows are ready to entertain packed houses 
with their marvellous performances. Comedy or 
tragedy, one-act plays or long-running popular 
dramas, operas or musicals, classical ballet 
or modern dance, the contemporary scene or 
puppet shows for children – the choice is yours 
and sometimes hard to make. 
Every theatre has its repertoire, and combined 
they contribute to the wealth of Zagreb’s 
cultural life. 
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Images for 
a memory 
book
You will remember Zagreb for its 

architecture and museums; its blue 

trams and friendly locals; its busy 

central market and Habsburg façades; 

its string of urban green spaces and 

grand railway station; its terrace cafés 

and busy stylish bars; its shopfronts 

from yesteryear and contemporary 

designer boutiques; its imposing main 

square and towering cathedral; its 

extensive parks and recreational lakes.
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Ilica – a 
street that 
never ends 
Ilica is the backbone of Zagreb. It can be 

measured either in simple kilometres or 

by the number of chance encounters that 

happen down it every day. You will never 

see it deserted – there is always traffic 

down it, whether it is just passers-by, 

young businessmen with their briefcases, 

flirty girls with their eyes cast on the 

glittering merchandise in the shop 

windows, or humming trams on the night 

shift. 

The street was first mentioned more than 
five centuries ago. Ever since, Ilica has grown 
together with the city of Zagreb. Ilica is dynamic 
whatever the time of day or night. 
Just a few steps away from Ilica is the city’s 
funicular, forever shuttling up and down between 
just two stops, the shortest link between the 
Lower Town and Upper Town. At the upper 
terminus, you will find yourself at the foot of 
Lotrščak, the 13th-century defence tower. This 
monument is pretty hard to miss, but even if you 
fail to see it, you will certainly hear it, however 
strange this might sound at first. For more than a 
century, the cannon mounted at the very top of 
the tower has been fired at noon every day. 
On Sundays, a leisurely stroll or a short tram 
ride down Ilica will bring you to an antique fair. 
On display you will find little treasures from a 
grandmother’s chest of drawers, remnants of a 
bygone ages, keepsakes that will tell you stories 
of their owners and their destinies. 
Lined with shop windows and restaurants, cafés 
and pastry shops, Ilica is comprised of living 
elements that give the street its own special 
character.
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Souvenirs and 
good-luck 
charms 

Taking a walk through a city inevitably 

means coming face-to-face with its 

shop windows and its stores. Zagreb 

has a lot to offer where commerce is 

concerned. There are an impressive 

number of Croatian labels and 

hallmarks, products created in this 

country that are picked up by visitors to 

be enjoyed around the world. 

These Croatian commodities range from the 
fashionable to the practical – they could be 
a cravat or a mechanical pen, the so-called 
penkala, both original Croatian inventions; the 
cravat is tied in with Croatia’s renown across 
Europe from medieval times. 

Zagreb’s luxuriously presented stores and 
galleries, gleaming shopping malls and quaint 
boutiques display both domestic talent and 
international brand names in their windows  
for your perusal. 
Whatever it happens to be, you will be taking  
a piece of Zagreb home with you. 
Small family businesses, even in the city centre, 
are still prevalent – although you will also find 
all the glamorous international chains you  
would also see on the streets of London, Paris  
or Barcelona.
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Step by step
After all that browsing and shopping, 

you’ve earned yourself a break. Grab a 

seat somewhere, have a chat with a local 

or a fellow passer-by, stop to enjoy a 

decent cup of coffee and after a while, 

you can move on again. As you relax 

between errands, whether you’re waiting 

for a friend or just gazing at the people 

strolling by from the terrace of one of the 

many cafés around the pedestrianised 

zone right by the main square, you realise 

what they’re talking about when they call 

Zagreb a city with soul.

When they are going window-shopping or 
moving in sync with the afternoon rhythm of the 
city, the citizens of Zagreb follow their instincts 
which take them to the heart of town, to Ban 
Josip Jelačić Square, Ilica and, around Flower 
Square, to the streets of Gajeva or Bogovićeva. 
Here, without the bustle of city-centre traffic, 
locals stop at their favourite spots and meet 
people they have bumped into for years.
These are the places where people treat 
themselves to an afternoon drink, meet with 
friends and acquaintances or just sit and watch 
the endless stream of passers-by flowing through 
the streets of Zagreb. These daily rituals are part 
of this city’s personality and something that the 
first-time visitor picks up on pretty quickly.
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Flowers, 
flowers 
everywhere 
Citizens of Zagreb give flowers for 

every occasion – not only birthdays, 

anniversaries and celebrations but for a 

theatre performance, as an unexpected 

gift or a show of affection. When Ilica, the 

longest and busiest street in Zagreb, casts 

away its professional and sober attire, 

and power suits are replaced by casual 

elegance, the name Flower Square comes 

to take on an added significance.

Petar Preradović Square, as it is given to those 
looking at city maps or reading street signs, 
is Flower Square to those who call Zagreb 
home. This is the place where you have your 
afternoon cup of coffee, where you rest your 
feet during a shopping spree, where you can 
buy your flowers late at night or just delight in 
their scents and colours as you walk past.
The whole square is a big terrace and it is 
hard to know where one café starts and the 
other ends. Whichever you choose, you will be 
surrounded by bright flowers and the songs 
of passing street performers. Its permanent 
inhabitant, for more than a century now, is 
Petar Preradović, the great revival poet of 
the 19th century and an connoisseur of the 
human soul. If your intention is to keep a 
low profile and pass unnoticed through town 
on a Saturday, you will be well advised to 
avoid Flower Square. If, on the other hand, 
you are eager to see somebody, anybody, this 
is precisely where you want to be headed 
for, your path lined with bright colours and 
wonderful scents.
Petar Preradović is one of those squares where 
words are not needed to describe its charm 
and beauty.
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People  
come and go, 
cafés stay 
They pass by us every day, all of them 

living in the same city, and each and 

every one of them is different.  

A gentleman in a hat sits in the same 

place every day, right on the stroke of 

noon, sipping coffee with his friends. 

There is no end to the discussions about 

who voted for who in the most recent 

elections, who won and who lost in the 

games of politics and football, whose 

numbers were drawn in the lottery – so 

many topics go on and on. 

Unlike those who seek company to fill their 
moments of leisure with entertainment and 
gossip, there are also the solitary types who find 
the daily papers to be their best coffee-break 
companions. Newspaper holders and fancy table 
lamps have always been symbols of the most 
romantic meeting spots in Zagreb. 
New generations will come, but as youngsters 
they surely wonder how anybody in their right 
mind could ever look for better company than 
their computer or a more fulfilling world than 
the captivating one of the internet. And as they 
ponder on this, a very special virtual meeting 
happens online, e-mail addresses are exchanged 
and then, a convenient time will be set for 
something more than just a virtual chance 
encounter – which is when the café comes  
into play. 
And this will be a new beginning, the beginning 
of a story of yet another coffeehouse. 
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Scents  
and flavours 
of nature 
If you want to get to the roots of the city, 

head to its biggest open-air market, the 

Dolac, conveniently located above the main 

square. The belly of Zagreb is a colourful site 

adorned with bright parasols; a wonderful 

choice of fruit, vegetables, flowers and 

souvenirs arranged on rows of stalls; and 

vendors in their different clothes typical of 

the region they come from. 

Here you can savour the sweet fragrances of fruit 
which grow in long-established rural orchards, and 
you can smell the sea at the fishmongers’ stalls 
around the recently renovated Ribarnica. 
Shopping for food at the Dolac is a ritual for 
many citizens of Zagreb and visitors in the know. 
The Dolac is not just a place where you go to buy 
fresh goods, it is where friends and acquaintances 
meet, especially on Saturdays. The usual business, 

politics and other topics are replaced by lighter 
subjects, more appropriately suited to the 
leisurely weekend that lies ahead: that day’s 
best buys at the Dolac; the time-tested recipes 
which will supply the Sunday dinner table; a 
recommendation for a good restaurant, or a 
destination for a day out which must not be 
missed. 
An integral part of the Saturday ritual is to 
sit over a coffee on the terrace overlooked by 
Kerempuh, the vagabond of lore in statue form, 
and talk over old times.
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A flowing 
street 

Only a few steps away from the main 

city square, the downtown bustle 

disappears as if by magic. If you want to 

experience Zagreb at its most relaxed, 

you should head to Tkalčićeva Street, 

lined with cafés, bars and restaurants, 

a beloved meeting place of the citizens 

of Zagreb and any visitor just passing 

through. 

Here it is as if time has stood still. What used 
to be a stream called Medveščak was converted 
into a street; and these days a different kind of 
change is taking place in this locality.
Glimpses of ramshackle old houses unchanged 
for decades peek through the colourful 
parasols of the many café terraces; brash new 
businesses and galleries stand beside age-old 
establishments. One thing hasn’t changed, 
though: the statue of Marija Jurić Zagorka, the 
popular writer and faithful chronicler of Zagreb, 
who stands halfway down, still observing the 
constant to-and-fro of her fellow citizens. 
Whether it’s a run-of-the-mill modern-day 
business, or a specialist boutique displaying 
old customs and crafts, the overall array of 
restaurants, cafés, galleries and little shops gives 
Tkalčićeva a nostalgic atmosphere – it feels as if 
it has been here forever.
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In Zagreb the hungry visitor is about 

to be spoiled when ambience or menus 

are concerned – you can find a place for 

every occasion, craving, mood and time 

of day. In town and just outside it, you 

can also find many restaurants where 

you’ll here the pleasant local sounds of 

the tamburiza or a tinkling piano in the 

background.

Cottage cheese and cream, štrukli, turkey with 
pasta, Dalmatian pašticada stew of marinated 
beef, kulen spicy sausage from Slavonia or 
Mediterranean specialities created with fresh 
seafood straight from the Adriatic – these are 
only a few of the many options available from 
across Croatia. Forget genetically modified 
products and indulge your taste buds with the 
taste of home-cooked food, something you may 
have forgotten back home. 
On one occasion it might be a quaint rustic 
restaurant with a casual atmosphere, carved 
wooden tables, decorative hearts and wild 
flowers. Another time, your choice might be the 
lavish atmosphere of an international restaurant 
worthy of any global metropolis. Or perhaps you 
will fancy an exotic menu from overseas. If you 
are still undecided, one tip might be to go for 
fresh and healthy fish from the Adriatic, prepared 
in the simple but delicious Mediterranean way. 
At a reception, a business lunch or one of those 
rare occasions when you find time to yourself, 
you will taste the rich gastronomic choice 
Zagreb has to offer and discover many pleasant 
surprises.

Zagreb  
à table 
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Upper Town 
treasure
The cobbled streets you amble through 

in the Upper Town, the unassuming 

houses you pass by, the striking scenes 

at every corner, all of these convey 

the rich history of Zagreb. This is the 

political centre of Zagreb, where you will 

find the nation’s parliament and many 

important buildings, as well as a number 

of churches, each one offering solitude 

and solace. 
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Legend, hope 
and prayer
As you set out along the cobblestones of 

Radićeva Street, leading from the main 

city square to the Upper Town, your back 

is turned to the hubbub of the modern 

city and a romantic mood begins to 

permeate your thoughts and feelings. 

Stone Gate is the only city gate that has been 
preserved out of the four that used to lead into the 
medieval Upper Town of Zagreb. Its appearance you 
will see today dates back to the 18th century. The 
niche in the western front contains the statue of 
Dora Krupićeva, the beautiful and virtuous heroine 
of the novel “The Goldsmith’s Gold”, a work written 

The Stone Gate is most known as being the place 
where Zagreb citizens come to light a flame for 
their lost loved ones and pray. Legend has it 
that when the raging fire of 1731 devoured all 
the wooden parts of the Stone Gate, only the 
Madonna with Baby Jesus was spared. It was 
proclaimed nothing short of a miracle. This is 
where the tradition began and continues to this 
day, people of all ages kneeling here and making 
a pledge to St. Mary of the Stone Gate. 

by another chronicler of the city, August Šenoa. 
The pharmacy nearby has been open for business 
continuously since the 14th century. Niccolo 
Alighieri, the grandson of Dante, author of “The 
Divine Comedy”, even worked here as a pharmacist. 
In the 17th century, a mace was mounted above 
the Stone Gate to protect the city from witches 
and witchcraft. Legend has it that the nearby iron 
chain was originally from Admiral Nelson’s ship, 
The Victory, which famously participated in the 
Battle of Trafalgar in 1805. 
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St. Mark’s Square is where the 

present is intertwined with the future. 

Although relatively small , St. Mark’s 

accommodates important landmarks 

and is the most commonly mentioned 

address for at least two reasons. 

the seat of the Croatian Parliament. More than 
anywhere else in Zagreb, St Mark’s is where 
historical venues serve modern purposes. 
But this is not all that you will find around St 
Mark’s Square. You will be hard pressed to find a 
single local family album without a picture of a 
newly-wed couple standing in this square after 
taking their marital vows at the nearby City Hall. 

Past  
and present

The symbol of the square, and the building it is 
named after, is the 13th-century Church of St. 
Mark’s. The multicoloured tiles on the left side 
of its roof form the coats of arms of Croatia, 
Dalmatia and Slavonia. The oldest preserved coat 
of arms, that of Zagreb, is carved into the stone 
of the outer north-western church wall, and 
specifies the year of 1499.
Legend has it that this was where the leader of 
the Croatian peasants’ revolution, Matija Gubec, 
was tortured and forced to wear a burning 
crown. 
St. Mark’s Square is another place in the 
city where legends and reality merge. The 
Banski Dvori on the western side used to be 
the residence of the Croatian viceroys. The 
parliament building on the eastern side is still 
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The rhythm 
of a waltz 
The history, culture and national identity 

of this city and state were decided in 

the antechambers of the palaces at St. 

Katherine’s and Jesuit Squares by way of 

backstage lobbying or diplomatic dispute. 

This is where the aristocracy came to play 

and glittering balls took place.

The Dverce Palace was and remains something 
fundamental to the social life of the city. You’ll 
also find the Church of St. Katherine, named 
after Katarina Zrinska, a poetess and the wife of 
a Croatian viceroy. The church contains stunning 
frescos and sculptures which qualify it as one of 
the most beautiful and best preserved Baroque 
monuments in the region.
The church has been damaged by earthquakes, 
struck by bolts of lightning several times and 

ravaged by fire, but it has always been lovingly 
repaired by Zagreb citizens proud of its heritage.
In contrast to the serenity of St. Katherine, 
the oldest lycée in Zagreb continues to put up 
with the chatter and pranks of the yet another 
generation of students, nearly four centuries 
after the very first ones enrolled. 
St. Katherine’s Square runs almost unnoticeably 
into Jesuit Square, where the former monastery 
has been converted into a museum. The eye-
catching fountain across the square features the 
sculpture of a fisherman with a snake. This silent 
observer of life in the Upper Town has stood here 
for over a century.
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Eternal 
stone and 
bronze
When passing through Zagreb’s Upper 

Town, you will see the galleries and 

sculptures which lend it its charm and 

atmosphere. Works by famous and 

sundry sculptors adorn its squares and 

are displayed in its galleries. The Upper 

Town is a treasure trove and reliquary  

of great art. 

The most notable of the works you will see  
were created by Ivan Meštrović, who was born 
in Vrpolje in 1883, and who died in South Bend, 
USA, in 1962. Meštrović is certainly the most 
prominent Croatian artist of all time, if you 
consider the range of his works and the way  
he lived. 
When he returned to his homeland, after having 
spent 20 odd years travelling the globe, he gave 
many of his stone and bronze works to the city 
of Zagreb.
His sculptures in stone, wood and bronze,  
as well as his graphic art and drawings are on 
display, the Meštrović Atelier, his former home 
and workshop. 
Meštrović’s signature style, the power of his 
message, his singular talent and the artistic 
harmony he created, all contribute to the 
character of the city. 
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Houses  
with stories 
to tell 
Of all the streets and buildings in Zagreb, 

few could relate as many significant 

events as those in Opatička Street in 

the Upper Town. Almost every building 

The opulent wrought-iron gate at number 10 is a 
tell-tale sign that the building behind it must be 
important. As you enter, you’ll quickly notice the 
so-called Golden Hall, the best interior example 
of Croatian Historicism, and also a permanent 
gallery of Croatian paintings. A bit further ahead, 
at number 18, is the so-called Revival Hall, in 
a building of great significance for the modern 
political and cultural history of Croatia. It features 
one of the most beautiful Classicist interiors 
in Zagreb. This is where the Croatian national 
revivalists, also known as the Illyrians, fighters for 
the Croatian language and independence, held 
meetings and dances. At the very top of the street, 
is the Museum of the City of Zagreb, sharing the 
space with the Popov Tower, which has housed 
an observatory here since 1903. The museum is 
divided into themed sections to offer the visitor 
a chronological walk through city history. Across 
the street, the palace at number 29 houses the 
Croatian State Archive in Zagreb.

along it has a place in history,  

either as the venue of an event or as 

the home of someone who turned the 

wheel of history. 
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A secret bond
There is a lot that monuments and squares 

reveal, more that can be found in history 

books. There is a place that brings it all 

together – the Museum of the City of 

Zagreb, housed in the beautiful Upper-

Town Clarissan monastery dating back to 

the 17th century. 

An interrupted string of testimonials, 
inscriptions and artefacts follow a logical 
historical sequence to provide a summary of the 
history and culture of the city from prehistoric 
times up to the present day. In the museum, 
therefore, you will embark upon a virtual 
journey through time and space. You will get 
to know Zagreb and its past, its architectural 
treasures and ambience. Exhibits worthy of 
note include the presentation of archeological 

explorations in situ, a replica of Hermann 
Bollé’s Cathedral before reconstruction, and 
many more.
Your virtual journey will take you through the 
string of Zagreb’s downtown green spaces and 
allow you to get a glimpse of places you have 
never been to before. You will understand the 
development of the city in a way that may 
not have been clear previously – and therefore 
understand what makes Zagreb what it is 
today.
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A poet  
who refuses 
to leave
To make a sketch of the city of Zagreb, to 

take a break between errands or to have 

the opportunity to see a different face 

of the city, all of these and more can 

be provided by the lovely Strossmayer 

Promenade, lined with chestnut trees 

and popular with pigeons. 

A stroll down Strossmayer Promenade is 
important, not only for the view and perspective 
it provides, but also to allow you find out about 
one of the most important figures in Croatian 
history. Bishop of Djakovo, Slavonia, political 
party leader and founder of the Academy of Arts 
and Sciences, Strossmayer had a huge influence 

on events while Croatia was still a part 
of the Austro-Hungarian empire. He used 
income from his episcopal estates to fund 
other important projects. His promenade 
was designed in the mid 19th century, 
only named after him some years later. 
Its construction was funded by voluntary 
donations from local citizens. As you sit on 
a bench to find shade from the scorching 
summer heat, you may not be aware of the 
fact that the building which was the City 
Real Lycée in the mid 19th century and then 
later the Women’s Lycée, had previously 
housed a Viennese-style café that was 
patronised by many famous citizens of 
Zagreb, including the poet and writer, 
Antun Gustav Matoš. What was once a 
café, today is the State Meteorological 
and Hydrological Service and Geophysics 
Institute. The poet who used to sit in the 
café reading his paper and sipping his 
coffee is still here, though, cast in bronze, 
sitting on a bench on the Strossmayer 
Promenade. 
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Zagreb’s 
twin towers

It is no surprise that Kaptol is the most 
extensively photographed of all Zagreb’s squares, 
with the twin Gothic towers of the Cathedral 
towering high above it. In the centre of the 
square you’ll find a fountain, with a sculpture 
in the middle; behind it, only a few steps away, 
stands the Cathedral of the Assumption of the 

Kaptol has always been the 

ecclesiastical hub of Zagreb. While 

Gradec in the Upper Town was the city’s 

political centre, Kaptol was its rival, and 

on no few occasions battles broke out 

between them. 

The most significant building on Kaptol 

and indeed, in Zagreb as a whole, is 

Zagreb Cathedral.

Blessed Virgin Mary, to give it its full title. 
Inside there is music too – ringing bells, the 
biggest weighing six tonnes, and the harmonious 
sounds of the great organ – which may 
complement the experience as you gaze at the 
valuable works of art, the painted walls, the 
altar and the pulpits. The Cathedral holds many 
invaluable treasures, which have been collected 
since the foundation of the Diocese of Zagreb 
in the 11th century. The present Cathedral has 
seen its fair share of wars and fires during the 
seven centuries of its existence. The most recent 
upheaval was the terrible earthquake of 1880, 
after which Viennese architect Hermann Bollé 
redesigned the building – it was his idea to add 
the twin towers which form such a landmark in 
the city centre. The Cathedral, whose guests have 
included Pope John Paul II, is also the resting 
place of the Croatian heroes and martyrs Petar 
Zrinski and Petar Krsto Frankopan, as well as the 
Archbishops of Zagreb, cardinals Alojzije Stepinac 
and Franjo Kuharić.
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Past 
suspended
August Šenoa, a writer and chronicler 

of Zagreb as it once was, stopped for a 

moment and since then has remained 

forever leaning against a street post in 

his native street. Šenoa is a permanent 

resident here on Vlaška, a street of lovely 

old houses which now accommodate 

trendy boutiques, cafes and bars, tucked 

behind the Cathedral and near the lush 

greenery of Ribnjak park.

Around this locality, close to but removed from 
the main square, Zagreb moves at a slower and 
more relaxed pace. 
A little further east, where Vlaška takes on a 
more modern and business-like character, stands 
St. Peter’s Church, with its neo-Romantic façade. 
Every summer, on St. Peter and Paul’s Day, a 
big fair takes place in front of the church. You 
can be sure that vendors will be offering lizitar 
decorative hearts, and gvirc, an alcoholic drink 
made with honey whose recipe is as old as the 
tradition itself.
To the north of the oldest part of Vlaška is 
another park – Ribnjak. Running along the 
eastern walls of the oldest part of Zagreb, Kaptol, 
the park was named after the bishop’s fish ponds 
which used to be located here. Today there 
stand benches, water fountains and sculptures, 
surrounded by flowers and greenery to attract 
citizens of all ages. Young mothers bring their 
toddlers to practise their first steps. Teenagers 
sit around idly, absorbed in their own worlds. Old 
friends who grew up around here gather to talk 
over old times. 
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An open-air 
gallery
If there is one place in Zagreb which 

inspires both sorrow and awe at the 

same time, where reverence and 

admiration of art go hand in hand, 

then that place is Mirogoj Cemetery. 

Mirogoj is not just a final resting place and an 
architectural treasure – it is also a chronicle 
of the history of this country. Many who have 
made their mark over the centuries – artists, 
politicians and sportsmen – reside here: writer 
Tin Ujević; political leaders Stjepan Radić and 
Franjo Tuđman, the first president of Croatia as 
an independent nation, and basketball legend 
Dražen Petrović, who died in a car accident 
at 28, whose grave is one of the most visited. 
When it opened in 1876, Mirogoj was set in 
four main sections reflecting the city’s religious 
mix: Catholic; Orthodox; Protestant, and Jewish. 
Mirogoj is a veritable museum of architecture 
and sculpture, with pieces by Ivan Mestrović 

and Ivan Rendić, two of the most renowned 
sculptors of the 20th century. Architect Herman 
Bollé, also responsible for the Cathedral, gave 
Mirogoj its distinct appearance by designing 
its monumental arcades, pavilions and domes 
which offer the ideal exhibition space. Mirogoj 
may therefore rank among the most beautiful 
cemeteries in Europe.
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Beauty and 
continuance
The imposing appearances of the two 

monumental buildings that are seen on 

Trg Hrvatskih Velikana and Trg Žrtava 

Fašizma reflect their importance and 

long existence, whilst their beauty is 

set out so perfectly against a backdrop 

of lovely water fountains and more 

flowers. 

Back in 1927, the building of the then stock 
exchange and today’s Croatian National Bank 
was built according to a design by the famous 
Croatian architect, Viktor Kovačić. 
The magnificent stone building stands not far 
from the former fairground, where the citizens 
of Zagreb attended the first cinema projections 
at the beginning of last century, when Zagreb 
was a much smaller place than it is today. The 
building commands respect by its beauty and 
the harmony of its lines, and works of two 
Croatian great masters, the miniaturist painter 
Julije Klović and sculptor Ivan Meštrović. The 
latter also takes the credit for the Arts Pavilion 
in nearby Trg Žrtava Fašizma - an imposing, 
round edifice whose original role as a keeper of 
art was soon replaced by a religious role, when 
it served as a mosque during World War II. Later 
on, it housed the exhibit of the Museum of the 
Revolution and today, it is the Home of Croatian 
Fine Artists. With their water features and flower 
beds, these two squares in the very center of the 
city will capture your attention.
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Zagreb  
after dark
For a city of its size, Zagreb has always 

offered more for barhoppers, party 

people and concertgoers than should 

otherwise be expected. Starting at the 

main square, Ban Josip Jelačić is lined 

with grand terrace cafés best suited to a 

mid-morning coffee – or early-evening 

aperitif.

Nearby, is the pedestrianised zone around 
the flower-market square of Preradićeva, and 
adjoining Gajeva and Bogovićeva. Here also 
are terrace cafés ideal for a post-shop drink 
but in between have sprung up buzzying little 
lounge bars one after the other, some with 
a regular DJ programme and two live jazz 
bars of excellent standard. Walk back across 
the main square to Tkalčićeva, and you’re in 
the city’s main bar hub for the last 25 years. 
Lounge bars, cocktail bars, bars specialising 
in fruit brandies, bars purveying beer brewed 
on site, bars of every stripe are dotted along 
this wonderfully tumbledown street. As for 
discos and nightclubs, the place to head for is 
Lake Jarun, where Zagreb’s most accomplished 
nightspots have been offering quality nights 
out for a decade or more.
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A world 
without 
boundaries
Two buildings stand close to each 

other, both modern, both reflecting the 

architectural styles typical of the latter 

part of the 20th century. One is a concert 

hall named after Vatroslav Lisinski, 

19th-century composer of the first 

Croatian opera; and the other, is the 

National and University Library. 

At the Vatroslav Lisinski Concert Hall, the 
city’s leading venue for classical productions, 
full-scale orchestras can be accommodated 
in the main auditorium; concerts of chamber 
music are usually given in the small hall. The 
Philharmonic Orchestra of Zagreb, which has 
often appeared on its stage and also travelled 
extensively, making guest appearances all 
over the world, was founded back in 1871. 
The Croatian Radio Symphony Orchestra also 
perform here with regularity. Zagreb realised 
that it needed a modern, multifunctional arts 
complex and concert hall as long ago as the 
late 1950s, but the design and construction 
continued right through the 1960s, until the 
Lisinski received its official opening shortly 
before New Year’s Eve 1973/74. Its next major 
renovation came in 1990, when the Lisinski 
had the honour of staging the Eurovision Song 
Contest. This modern complex of musical 
entertainment has been recently joined by 
another one, the National and University 
Library, which holds more than 2.5 million 
printed publications under one roof, among 
them a number of extremely old and priceless 
editions. Although there has been a national 
library in Zagreb since 1607, the current facility 
moved here in 1995.
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Two faces  
of a city

Certain neighbourhoods in Zagreb have been 
left alone to live as their residents so desire.
Take, for example, the area of Trnje and all 
the homes in it. The community atmosphere 
of these little houses with front yards and 
back gardens can be perceived immediately. 
On Sundays, you might see neighbours 
exchanging cakes over their wooden fence, 
suggesting that the recipient should try some 
of these ones made with a new recipe. 
Of course, neighbours not only provide freshly 
baked cakes, but are also excellent sources of 
gossip. The good folk of Trnje and Trešnjevka 
know when the rosebuds are soon to open in 
front of their houses and recognise the song of 
crickets and the croaking of frogs. While they 
might pass by Zagreb’s shining new façades on 
the occasions when they head into town, these 
locals do not dream of owning a gleaming 
building of similar size and structure next to 
it. As such, these citizens are the guardians of 
Zagreb’s past. 

There is something precious and 

increasingly exceptional about old 

city neighbourhoods, where little 

houses have managed to triumph 

against the seemingly inevitable laws 

of commerce and development, and 

defy the modern-day convention 

for uniform façades and high-rise 

construction.
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The rhythm 
of nature 
From Monday to Friday, Zagreb is a 

business centre, busy in the morning 

and somewhat more relaxed in 

the afternoon. At the weekend, the 

good citizens of Zagreb put on their 

rollerblades or get into rowing boats; 

they go for long hikes or leisurely strolls 

– any opportunity for recreation is 

welcome.
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A park  
in the heart
Maksimir is the biggest and most 

beautiful park in Zagreb. It holds a 

special significance for the citizens of 

Zagreb. In the past, they strolled around 

in crinolines, sporting the mandatory 

parasol. Today, they come in tracksuits 

and trainers. 

Both the fashions and generations change, but 
Maksimir has remained Zagreb’s most extensive 
area for public recreation.
Maksimir is one of the earliest European 
parks developed according to the original 
18th century design. When it was opened, it 
was the first public promenade in the region 
of south-east Europe as a whole. Thanks to 
its skilful combination of a park, forest and 
English-style gardens, it soon became the 
most popular destination to head for in town. 
The city as we know it today was much more 
marginalised before 1892. Then the introduction 
of horse-drawn trams changed Zagreb almost 
overnight by reducing distances and bringing 
neighbourhoods together. From that moment 
on, the number of visitors to Maksimir Park 
began to spiral upwards. 
Decades passed and the park kept on adding 
new features. The zoological gardens were 
opened in 1925. Wildlife was not only confined 
to cages. Even today, it is still a particular 
pleasure to walk along one of the three lakes 
and watch the swans and little row boats 
gliding nearby. At the time when winters were 
harsher and sports halls were still a thing of 
the future, the lakes served as Zagreb’s main 
skating rink. The park’s pavilions, gazebos 
and sculptures still contribute to its romantic 
atmosphere. There’s even a mock Swiss 
chalet and a belvedere with a café, crowded 
at weekends but ideal to visit during a quiet 
weekday.
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Sea in the 
middle of 
Zagreb
Zagreb offers something you 

would never expect in a capital 

deep in Central Europe: seaside. In 

the immediate vicinity of the new 

neighbourhoods in the western part 

of the city, the recreation and sports 

complexes, Jarun and Mladost, were 

first developed, soon followed by the 

most recently opened, Bundek. 

Zagreb’s long tradition as a centre for top 
professional sportsmen and enthusiastic 
amateurs is thus maintained, developed and 
enhanced. 
On weekends and even on workdays, after the 
office, school or college, Jarun is the place to go 
for rest and recreation. It was built and opened 
in 1987, when Zagreb hosted the World Student 
Games. Walking paths, lakes with boating 
facilities, numerous restaurants and beach 
cafés, are comprise the many attractions which 
bring people to the Jarun Centre for all kinds 
of reasons. Among the lush greenery, close to 
the clear water of the lakes and beaches which 
fill on hot summer days, there are also cycling 
paths, jogging tracks, a mini-golf course. The 
lake itself contains one of the best rowing lanes 
in Europe and has been used for international 
competitions. 
Here, as at its younger counterpart Bundek, 
many will spend the day on rollerblades, on a 
bicycle or on foot. Later on, after dark, Jarun 
changes character and the handful of landmark 
nightspots here come into their own. Every 
June, Jarun even hosts Zagreb’s major annual 
rock music festival, running over two days. But 
quickly afterwards, it is given back over those 
who just wish to relax, away from the demands 
of the city.
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When you 
wish to 
escape
Zagreb is blessed with a location right 

next to Sljeme, an easy getaway that 

offers hiking trails and ski slopes of 

international quality. The upgrading 

of Sljeme is a recent phenomenon, 

much of it based on the global success 

of local skiing star Janica Kostelić and 

her sporting family. With her help 

and influence, Sljeme is now a regular 

fixture on the World Cup skiing circuit.

The citizens of Zagreb love Sljeme all year 
round. In winter they can use the snowboarding 
and ski training facilities, or take advantage 
of the twice-weekly night skiing programme. 
There are ski runs for three levels and even 
sledging in nearby Činovnička meadow. Some 
prefer to come in summer, when they can find 
shelter from the heat, and come to Sljeme for a 
walk and a picnic. Many love Sljeme in autumn, 
which brings out its carpet of colours; or spring, 
when the lower and surrounding slopes, named 
Medvednica, display many of the extensive (and 
occasionally rare) flora in full bloom.
Along with the development of Sljeme tourist 
infrastructure arrived, although many prefer the 
authentic atmosphere of the mountain lodges. 
The entire mountainside of Medvednica is yet 
another treasure of nature. Some 20 years 
ago, its higher western section was declared a 
nature reserve. In addition to the many trekking 
paths, a natural attraction is Veternica Cave, 
one of the largest in Croatia. Medvedgrad itself, 
is one of the largest medieval fortresses in 
Croatia, dating back to the 13th century. Some 
ten years ago it was reconstructed and given a 
new role – as a state memorial to the unknown 
defenders of the homeland.
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A city in 
your heart
At sunrise or at twilight, around one of 

Zagreb’s many squares, along its urban 

green spaces or in the serenity of the 

Upper Town, it might dawn on you that 

you have developed a special affection 

for this city. The imposing façades of 

the Lower Town, the busy main square 

criss-crossed with tram lines, the steep 

cobbled streets of the Upper Town stay 

the same. Zagreb will stay with you and 

be waiting for you – when you next visit.
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